
PITTSBURGH MINE ROOF SIMULATOR
Validates nearly every new roof support system before coal mine use.

EXPERIMENTAL AND SAFETY RESEARCH COAL MINES – BRUCETON, PA
Tests coal dust and methane behavior, communications, and underground refuge options.

HIGH ENERGY HIGH DISPLACEMENT (HDHE) TEST FRAME – SPOKANE, WA
Evaluates shotcrete and mesh systems for underground ground stability.

THE NIOSH MINING PROGRAM HAS A WORLD-CLASS STAFF OF OVER 
100 MINING RESEARCHERS AND UNIQUE RESEARCH FACILITIES 
THAT MUST BE RETAINED TO CONTINUE KEY RESEARCH INCLUDING: 

A Legacy of Mine 
Safety Research
Since Congress established the 
U.S. Bureau of Mines in 1910, the 
U.S. has led the world in minework-
er health and safety research. This 
work has dramatically reduced 
accidents, injuries, and fatalities, 
making U.S. mines the safest 
globally.

The Only Federal Entity Focused on 
Mining Safety Research
NIOSH is the sole federal agency dedicated to advancing mining safety. Its expertise is 
crucial to addressing the growing demand for domestically sourced minerals while 
ensuring safety and sustainability.

Program Funding Overview
The NIOSH Mining Program is funded at $66.5 million annually, with:
• $6 million allocated to targeted grants supporting mine health and safety research

at U.S. mining schools.
• Grant-funded research includes topics such as automation, air quality

improvement, ground control, and other essential innovations.

Loss of NIOSH Funding Threatens 
Workforce Development
Ending support would undermine educational programs that train the next generation 
of mining professionals—just as demand for critical minerals is rapidly increasing.

NIOSH s̓ Critical 
Role Since 1996
When Congress defunded the 
Bureau of Mines in 1996, its 
essential mine safety programs 
were moved to NIOSH. Since then, 
the NIOSH Mining Program, within 
the CDC, has conducted life-saving 
research that has set global 
standards in mine safety.

NIOSH: A Key 
Partner in 
Continuous 
Improvement
The mining industry is committed to 
continuous safety improvements, 
and NIOSHʼs research is crucial in 
driving that progress. Ongoing 
research is essential to ensure 
mineworker health and safety 
evolves in response to new 
challenges and technologies.

Eliminating the NIOSH Mining 
Program Will Impede Objectives to 
Urgently Increase Domestic Mining



RESTORING FUNDING TO THE NIOSH MINING 
PROGRAM IS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT 

For more information, please contact:

David Kanagy 
SME Executive Director and CEO
Email: kanagy@smenet.org

Mark Compton
AEMA Executive Director
Email: mcompton@miningamerica.org

Lyndsey Wright
WMC Executive Director
Email: wearewmc@wmc-usa.org

Andrea Brickey
MMSA President 
Email: president@mmsa.net

As the U.S. seeks to expand domestic mineral production and reduce reliance on foreign sources, the health and safety 
research conducted by NIOSH is more vital than ever.
These essential functions must be preserved and housed within a federal agency focused specifically on mining.
While the CDC has served as a home for this work, relocating the program to an agency modeled after the former U.S. 
Bureau of Mines — potentially under the new National Energy Dominance Council—would better align with national 
mining and energy goals.

Increasing domestic mineral production to reduce our reliance on 
foreign minerals requires more mine safety research – not less:

Now Is Not the Time to Disband 
Critical Mine Safety Research
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